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Robert Carroll Jones, ’52, of Overland Park, 
Kan., died Dec. 30, 2006, at age 81. He 
served in the British Army in the North 
African and Italian Campaigns. He and his 
wife owned and operated The Body Shop 
skin care products store in Kansas City for 
10 years.

Austin F. Shute, ’52, of Kansas City, Mo., 
died Jan. 31, 2008, at age 81. He enlisted 
in the Navy in 1943 and served two years 
as a signalman in the amphibious forces in 
the Pacific and Japan. He served as an assis-
tant county prosecutor in the 1950s and as 
drug court prosecutor in 2001. He did much 
of his work pro bono, including serving on 
the Supreme Court Disciplinary Commit-
tee, Fee Dispute and Complaint Resolution 
Committee, as well as Mediation and Arbi-
tration, all for The Missouri Bar. 

William D. Wingfield, ’52, of Prairie Village, 
Kan., died Sept. 21, 2006, at age 80. He was 
a navigator in the Navy during World War II 
and served in the Naval reserves as a lieuten-
ant commander. He volunteered with Habi-
tat for Humanity and the Village Presbyte-
rian Food Pantry.

Jack L. Yocom, ’52, of Springfield, Mo., died 
Oct. 10, 2007, at age 81. He served in the 
Navy for two years in the Pacific Theater on 
the USS Gallatin, a ship that removed troops 
after the Battle of Peleliu and other battles. 
In 1952 he began practicing law in Spring-
field, and in 2002 he was honored for 50 
years as an attorney by the Greene County 
Bar Association. During his career, he served 
as chief assistant prosecuting attorney and as 
Greene County prosecuting attorney. Later 
he entered private practice. 

B.B. Turley, ’54, of Rolla, Mo., died Jan. 10, 
at age 84.

Harold L. Henry, ’56, of West Plains, Mo., 
died April 17, 2007, at age 83.

Lyle E. McClain, ’56, of Ft. Washington, Md., 
died February 2007.

Robert A. Heins, ’58, of Omaha, Neb., died 
Sept. 8, 2007, at age 77. He entered the 
Navy as an ensign, serving on carriers Essex 
and Randolph. A veteran of the Korean 
Conflict, he attained the rank of second lieu-
tenant. After graduating from the School 
of Law, he practiced law in Sedalia, Mo. 
In 1962, he reenlisted in the Navy, serv-
ing in Boston in the Judge Advocate General 
Corps as a first lieutenant from 1962-1964. 
From 1964-1988 he worked for the Army 
Corps of Engineers as a civilian attorney in 
Nebraska, Oregon, Washington and Saudi 
Arabia. During that time, he transferred to 
the Army Reserve, eventually retiring as a 
“full bird” colonel. Most recently he worked 
as an attorney in Omaha.

Charles E. Brown, ’59, of Tucson, Ariz., died 
Oct. 23, 2007, at age 74. He was commis-
sioned in the Navy after graduating from 
law school. As a Navy judge advocate gen-
eral, he served during Vietnam on the USS 
Coral Sea and USS Enterprise. He had the 
distinction of being the only Navy JAG to be 
qualified as officer of the deck underway on 
the USS Enterprise. After retiring as a com-
mander, he and his family moved to Gaines-
ville, Mo., where he practiced law and was 
active in community affairs.

Theodore M. Henson, ’60, of Poplar Bluff, 
Mo., died June 20, 2007, at age 72.

James O. Turner, ’62, of St. Joseph, Mo., 
died April 17, 2007, at age 74. He was a vet-
eran of the U.S. Army and was one of the 
few soldiers involved with the detonation of 
hydrogen bombs for testing in the Pacific. 
He worked for the City of St. Joseph as city 
attorney then went into private practice at 
Turner Law Offices for 25 years.

James A. Pemberton, ’63, of Fairfax Station, 
Va., died July 30, 2007, at age 67.

James E. Moore III, ’64, of Charleston, Mo., 
died July 16, 2006, at age 66. In 1964 he 
began his law practice in Sikeston, Mo., 
with Weber Gilmore. He opened his own 
law office in 1965. In 1990 he opened a sec-
ond law office in Cape Girardeau, Mo. After 
serving for four years as assistant prosecut-
ing attorney in Scott County, Mo., he was 
elected Scott County prosecuting attorney.

Ralph C. Kidd, ’65, of Brumley, Mo., died 
Nov. 10, 2007, at age 67. He was employed 
as an attorney for legislative research for the 
Missouri Legislature for 38 years, serving in 
numerous posts, including deputy director 
and director, until his retirement in 2003. 

Stephen V. Crain, ’66, of Kansas City, Mo., 
died Sept. 15, 2007, at age 66. He practiced 
law for 41 years in the Kansas City metro-
politan area. He was active in professional 
and civic affairs, serving in various capaci-
ties, including president of the Clay County 
Bar Association and president of the North 
Kansas City Kiwanis Club. 

Richard W. Peterson, ’67, of Washington, 
D.C., died Nov. 26, 2006.

Gary W. Wagner, ’68, of Farmington, Mo., 
died Oct. 14, 2007, at age 71. He prac-
ticed for 28 years with the Colson, Wagner 
and McKay Law Firm in Farmington and 
served as the Farmington city counselor for 
more than 25 years. He was a former teacher 
and agent with the Missouri Department of 
Conservation. 

Michael C. Rose, ’69, of Alexandria, Va., died 
Nov. 3, 2007, at age 63. He served in the 
Army. He was in private practice in St. Louis 
until 1990. From 1990-2004, he served as 
an attorney for the Missouri Highway and 
Transportation Commission. 

Bernard Edelman, ’70, of Kirkwood, Mo., 
died March 18, 2008.

John L. Patton, ’81, of Columbia, died March 
31, 2008, at age 56. He worked as a Boone 
County, Mo., assistant prosecutor and was 
officially named county attorney for the 
Boone County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office in 1995. 

Deirdre O’Meara Smith, ’82, of Dataw Island, 
S.C., died Jan. 26, 2008, at age 61. She was a 
retired attorney and court administrator for 
the Missouri Court of Appeals, Eastern Dis-
trict. While practicing, she served on the 
Missouri Client Security Trust Fund Board, 
the executive committee of the Bar Associa-
tion of Metropolitan St. Louis, the board of 
directors of the St. Louis Women Lawyers 
Association and the board of directors and 
executive committee of the American Judi-
cature Society.

Patrick J. Cason, ’83, of Harrisonville, Mo., 
died Dec. 3, 2007, at age 49.

Michael S. Linsenmeyer, ’05, of St. Charles, 
Mo., died Dec. 25, 2007, at age 33. He was 
employed as an assistant prosecuting attorney 
in Cape Girardeau County, Mo. 

Friends

Marilyn Rose Eth, of Columbia, died Dec. 
28. 2007, at age 83. She worked for the dean 
of the School of Law from 1971 until her 
retirement in 1992.

Gladys M. Evans, of Macon, Mo., died Oct. 
27, 2007, at age 95. She was the wife of 
Glenn D. Evans, ’24, and created the Judge 
Glenn D. Evans Scholarship Fund. 

William Murphy, of Chapel Hill, N.C., died 
Sept. 29, 2007, at age 87. He was a faculty 
member at the MU School of Law from 
1962–1970. He also taught at the University 
of Mississippi School of Law and the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
School of Law. In the 1950s and 1960s, Mur-
phy angered segregationists by teaching that 
school integration was the law of the land, 
refusing to teach law students at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi that Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation was an illegitimate ruling. 


