
Law and Practice of Criminal Sentencing   Monday, 2:00 – 3:15 p.m. 
Professor Lynn Branham      Tuesday, 2:00 – 3:15 p.m.    
Fall Term, 2022        Room  109 
 

SYLLABUS 
 

     CLASS DATE 
 
 

         PAGES      SUBJECT 

August 22 1 – 21 
 

Introduction to Sentencing 
 

August 23 
 

21 – 30 Introduction to Sentencing 
 

August 29 
 

31 – 55 
 

Guilty Pleas & Plea Bargaining 
 

August 30 
 

55 – 73 
Update Memorandum 1 
 

Guilty Pleas & Plea Bargaining 
 

September 6 74 – 84 
 

Guilty Pleas & Plea Bargaining 
 

September 12 85 – 103 
 

Sentencing Statutes 

September 13 
 

104 – 135 
 

Sentencing Guidelines 
 

September 19 
 

135 – 159 
 

Retroactivity Issues 
Procedural Rights During Sentencing 
 

September 20 
 

159 – 173 
 

Procedural Rights During Sentencing 
 

September 26 
 

173 – 197 
Update Memorandum 1 – 3 
 

Procedural Rights During Sentencing 
 

September 27 
 

199 – 217  
 

Sentencing Evidence 

October 3 217 – 236  
 

Sentencing Evidence 

October 4 237 – 248  
 

Victim-Impact Videos 
Community-Based Sentences 
 

October 10 
 

248 – 276 (up to § A.6)  
 

Community-Based Sentences 
 

October 11 
 

276 (§ A.6)  – 292 Community-Based Sanctions 

October 17 
 

292 – 314 (up to note 5) Community-Based Sanctions 
Death Penalty 
 



 
October 18 
 

314 (note 5) – 349 
Update Memorandum 3  
 

Death Penalty 
 

October 24 
 

350 – 367 
Update Memorandum 3 – 4 
 

Death Penalty 
 

October 25 
 

369 – 393 
Update Memorandum 5  
 

Cruel & Unusual Punishment: Noncapital Cases 
 

October 31 
 

393 – 413  
Update Memorandum 5  
 

Cruel & Unusual Punishment: Noncapital Cases 
 

November 1 415 – 450  
 

Probation & Parole Revocation 
Probation & Parole – 5th Amendment Issues 
Probation & Parole – 4th Amendment Issues 
 

November 7 450 – 473 (up to § B.3) 
Update Memorandum 6 
  

Parole Release 
Enmeshed Penalties (“Collateral Consequences”) 
 

November 8 473 (§ B.3) – 500  Enmeshed Penalties (“Collateral Consequences”) 
 

November 14 500 – 519  
 

Enmeshed Penalties (“Collateral Consequences”) 
 

November 15 
 

Class Presentations  

November 28 
 

Class Presentations  

November 29 
 

Class Presentations  

 
CLASS POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS:   
 

Attendance and Preparation. It is my privilege to have you as my students and to work with you 
this term as you master the fundamentals of sentencing law and policy.  To enhance the learning 
experience that I hope this class will afford you and to assist in the further development of your analytical 
abilities, all students are expected, of course, to attend class, be fully prepared for class discussions, and 
participate in those discussions. To meet these expectations, please read all the material assigned for a 
class unless otherwise instructed.  I would also appreciate it if you would arrive promptly for class.  While 
a student’s grade in this course may be reduced by up to one full grade for failure to meet these 
obligations, I have typically found my students to be enthusiastic learners who are well prepared for class.   
 
 Course-Related Materials Prepared By Others. No course-related full or partial outlines or 
transcripts prepared by other students, transcribed copies of such outlines or transcripts, or commercially 
prepared materials other than your casebook are allowed in the classroom, whether in print or electronic 
form.   
 
 Computer Use. Computers and other electronic devices brought into the classroom should be used 
during class sessions only to take notes and to retrieve notes you have prepared to facilitate your 



participation in class discussions.  Audio or video recordings of the class are not permitted, except when a 
student has received permission to record the class as an accommodation under section 240.040 of the 
university’s Collected Rules and Regulations. Although I am sure that students will respect these and other 
class policies, it is important to remember that a violation of them could trigger the imposition of 
disciplinary sanctions. 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES:  By the end of this course, students will: 
 

• Know what are considered the principal purposes for which sentences are imposed. 
 

• Comprehend how restorative justice and practices can be integrated into sentencing and used to 
divert people from the criminal-justice system. 
 

• Understand key policies and constitutional rules governing guilty pleas, plea bargaining, 
procedural rights during sentencing, evidence and information that can be considered during 
sentencing, the death penalty, noncapital sentencing options, and “enmeshed penalties.” 
 

• Know how to distinguish between elements of a crime and sentencing factors and grasp the 
constitutional significance of that distinction.  
 

• Recognize key distinctions between indeterminate sentencing statutes, determinate sentencing 
statutes, and sentencing guidelines. 
 

• Be knowledgeable about key steps in structuring comprehensive and integrated sentencing and 
corrections systems. 
 

• Be able to identify, articulate, and critique the rationales for different sentencing-related 
constitutional rules and policies. 
 

• Have augmented skills in researching, analyzing, and writing a scholarly paper on a complex legal 
or policy question and in distilling findings and key points into an informative presentation. 
 

• Have honed skills in active listening and self-evaluation and in proffering and responding to views 
and arguments on controversial issues with civility, dignity, and respect. 

 
BOOKS: The casebook we will be using during this course, The Law and Policy of Sentencing (10th ed., 
2018) is one I wrote.  West Academic Publishing publishes the book. I have also posted a short “Update 
Memorandum” on Canvas.  When a reading assignment in the syllabus refers to the Update Memorandum, 
please read any updates that refer to pages in that class’s assignment.   
 
GRADES:  Each student will be required to write a scholarly paper this term on a course-related topic that 
I have approved.  The paper must contain a clear, accurate, and thorough analysis of the subject on which 
the paper focuses.  A paper that is simply descriptive will not suffice. A separate handout spells out other 
paper-related requirements and information.  
 
The final grade in the course will be based on the following: 
 



1. Class participation and engagement, including feedback on other students’ presentations 
(20%); 
 
2. Initial paper (30%); 
 
3. Final paper (30%); 
 
4. Class presentation (20%).  

 
CONTACT INFORMATION AND OFFICE HOURS:  My office is in Room 311, and my email 
address is lynnbranham@missouri.edu.  
 

My office hours are on Mondays and Tuesdays from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. and on Wednesdays from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  If you cannot meet with me at any of these times, I would be happy to meet with 
you at another mutually convenient time, confer via Zoom or FaceTime, or have a teleconference with 
you.  It would be helpful if you could give me advance notice if you would like to meet with me so that I 
can reserve that time for you. Thank you. 

 
NOTICE TO STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  If you anticipate barriers related to the format or 
requirements of this course, have emergency medical information to share, or need to make special 
arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please talk with Dean Trachtenberg or Denise 
Boessen, the school’s registrar, as soon as possible. If disability-related accommodations are necessary, 
please register with the Office of Disability Services (http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial 
Union, (573) 882-4696, and then contact Dean Trachtenberg or Denise Boessen, who will notify me of 
your eligibility for reasonable accommodations.  For other MU resources for students with disabilities, 
click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 
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